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23 August 2026 – 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
If you are in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome and look up at Michelangelo’s dome, you will see the words: 
 

‘TV ES PETRVS ET SVPER HANC PETRAM AEDIFICABO ECCLESIAM MEAM ET TIBI DABO CLAVES REGNI CAELORVM;’ 
 

Christ’s words to Peter which we hear in our Gospel this weekend: ‘You are Peter and on this rock I will build my church, … 
and I give you the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.’ Each leSer, set on a gold background, is over two metres high, and makes 
up an inscripTon that can be read from the floor 50 metres below.  It is an amazing statement in architectural decoraTon; 
Christ’s words seem to float triumphantly over the tomb of the apostle below. 
 

The declaraTon comes at the end of a quesTon-and-answer dialogue, following Peter’s recogniTon of Jesus as the Christ 
when asked ‘But who do you say that I am?’  Peter’s words ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’ can be enunciated 
in many ways: boldly, confidently or perhaps carefully, with a gentle pause, like a tentaTve first declaraTon of love to a future 
partner, not knowing if the words will be accepted or reciprocated. 
 

Peter, once he has spoken, has nowhere to hide and there is no going back. Peter has no understanding how Jesus’s response 
will change his life forever.  Jesus acknowledges Peter’s recogniTon was only possible with God’s help, but also reveals the 
challenge and the responsibility that comes with that recogniTon.  The splendour of those leSers high up in St Peter’s can 
obscure the very personal nature of Jesus’s words and the challenge that they bring; for Peter and his successors down to 
Pope Leo today.  However, once the Christ has been recognised, there is no going back and no knowing what happens next - 
that is what is so exciTng, whether we are Peter, you or me, whether we are quiet in our recogniTon or shout it from the 
roo_ops. 
 

Deacon Stephen 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22- 30 August 2026 Mass 
Times 

Masses & Inten<ons 
ST EDWARD’S & ST MARK’S 

Mass 
Times 

Masses & Inten<ons 
ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Sat 22 Aug   The Queenship 
of Mary 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Vigil 

 
 

18:00 

 
 
Jim & Kay Forkin - Int 
Wedding Anniversary 

10:00 
 

17:30 

John Ware - Int 
 
Hugh Lefanu - RIP 

Sun 23 Aug 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

09:30 
11:00 

Zdenka Iapichno - RIP - St Mark’s 
Mick & Shirley Ferris - RIP 

08.30 
10:00 

People of the Parish 
Natalie Clements - RIP 

Mon 24 Aug 
St Bartholomew 

10:00 EucharisTc Service 
 

 No Mass 

Tues 25 Aug St Louis IX 11:30 
 

18:30 

Raymond Curley - RIP 
Funeral Service - St Mark’s 
Beatrice Fernandez - RIP 

 
 

18:30 

 
 
Helen Courtney - Int 

Wed 26 Aug 
Blessed Dominic Barberi 

10.00 EucharisTc Service 10:00 Bridget Wren - RIP 

Thur 27 Aug St Monica 10:00 EucharisTc Service - St Mark ‘s 18:30 Philip MacDonald - RIP 
 

Fri 28 Aug St AugusEne 12:00 People of the Parish 10:00 Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Sat 29 Aug Passion of 
St John the BapEst 
22nd Sunday in OT, Vigil 

 
 

18:00 

 
 
Anne O’Brien - RIP 

10:00 
 

17:30 

No Mass 
 
John Francis Wilson - RIP 

Sun 30 Aug 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

09:30 
11:00 

People of the Parish - St Mark’s 
James & Clare - RIP 

08:30 
10:00 

Francis & Maria Pereira - RIP 
People of the Parish 
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22 - 30 August TIME DIARY OF EVENTS 
St Edward’s & St Mark’s 

TIME DIARY OF EVENTS 
St Francis of Assisi 

Sat 22 Aug 11:00 
17:30 - 18:00 

14:30 

ReconciliaTon 
ReconciliaTon 
SVP A_ernoon Tea - P/C 

09:30 
10:30 
12:00 

Rosary Prayed 
ReconciliaTon a_er Mass 
BapTsms - Theodore & 
Oklie Dean 

Sun 23 Aug 12:00 
 

No Tea & Coffee - P/C 
 

10:00 
11:00 
11:15 

No Children’s Liturgy 
Tea & Coffee in Narthex 
BapTsm Prep - St Clare’s Room 

Mon 24 Aug 13:00 
 

SVP MeeTng - St Brigid’s Room  SVP Table-top Sale - open all week 

Tues 25 Aug 18:00 
18:00 

Evening Prayer 
ReconciliaTon 

 No LiSle Franciscan Toddler Group 

Wed 26 Aug 09:30 
 

Morning Prayer 
 

  

Thur 27 Aug  
 

   

Fri 28 Aug 12.30 
 

Rosary prayed a_er Mass 
 

  

Sat 29 Aug 11:00 
17:30 - 18:00 

NO ReconciliaTon 
ReconciliaTon 
 

09:30 
17:00 

 

Rosary Prayed 
ReconciliaTon 

Sun 30 Aug 12:00 No Tea & Coffee - P/C 
 

10:00 
11:00 

No Children’s Liturgy 
Tea & Coffee in Narthex 
 

 
No Adoration during August 
Please note there will be no Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at St Edward’s or St Francis during August. 
 
First Holy Communion, Windsor 
The First Holy Communion team are now accepting applications for the 2026/2027 cohort - if you have a child or children 
who you wish to receive First Holy Communion, please contact the catechists at fhc@catholicwindsor.org for an application 
form and further details. 
 
Bank Charges 
RegreSably, we have just been informed that our bank charges will rise shortly; it’s a fact of life and not negoTable. However, 
we can do something to miTgate this. 
 

The biggest charge we face from the bank relates to the handling of cash. Standing orders and automaTc payments are 
much cheaper for us. So please, please if you can, switch from loose cash in the Offertory or in an envelope to using a 
Standing Order. This also means less work for us, it’s easier to reconcile, allows beSer financial planning and of course once 
set up you can forget it (apart from annual review). 
 

The forms to do this are in the back of every church and these can be sent straight to your bank, handed in at the office or 
simply used for the details if you use online banking and can set up yourself. If you have any quesTons or need help, please 
contact Rich Flisher in Windsor or Chris Sowinski in Ascot (email addresses are at the end of the newsleSer). Thank you 
 
Rosary on Zoom 
The Knights of St Columba Parish Fatima Devotions Group prays the Rosary via Zoom each day, Monday - Friday at 13:30 
and invites everyone to say the Rosary with them as Our Lady has asked us to do. If you wish to join next week, starting on 
17 August: Zoom access id: 894 5322 5936 Password: rosary. 
 
Save the Date - 6 September, Windsor 
There will be a Saxophone recital at St Edward’s Church on 6 September at 15.00 by Lilly King and Michelle Macdonald. 
There will also be a raffle, tea, and coffee served in the Parish Centre after the recital. 
 
Assisi Pilgrimage - October 2026 
All Assisi pilgrims are invited to a gathering in the Narthex at St Francis on 3 September at 19:15 - please let Dcn Stephen 
know if you will be able to attend. 
 

mailto:fhc@catholicwindsor.org


 

Joining the Catholic Church 
Are you, or someone you know, thinking about joining the Catholic Church, do you want to know more, or start your 
journey? The RCIA [Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults] programme which leads up to Easter 2027 will start on 13 October 
at 19:15 in the Parish Centre at St Edward’s. 
Those who are already enquiring have been meeting once a month; our next session is at 19:00 on Monday 7 September. 
If you would like to come along, explore the faith and discover more about the Catholic Church you are very welcome to 
join us. If you would like to know more and attend the sessions please speak to Fr David, Fr Phillip, or Deacon Stephen. 
 
Missio - Red Boxes 
We are pleased to announce that Trevor Williams has taken over managing the Red Missio boxes from Vic Mullan. If anyone 
needs to speak with Trevor about it, they contact him on 07511 869552. 
 
Save the Date - Friday 11 September - 19:00 
The Catenians will be holding a Parish Quiz Night and Raffle in the Parish Centre on Friday 11 September. It will start at 
19:00. Teams of no more than six please, unfortunately, tables cannot be reserved. All proceeds will go to the Parish. For 
more informaTon and any quesTons you may have, please contact Trevor Williams on 07511 869552. 
 
Stop Assisted Suicide being Legalised. 
Assisted suicide campaigners have sadly brought back the Leadbeater Bill. This can be stopped if MPs vote down the Bill on 
11 September. Right To Life UK has launched an EasyAction tool to help you email your MP to ask them to vote NO to 
assisted suicide in the vote in the House of Commons on 11 September. Please take 30 seconds to email your MP today 
to ask them to vote NO to assisted suicide: https://righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote 
 
VOCATIONS - Next Seeker Saturday; 12 September 11:00 - 15:00, Sacred Heart Church, Fareham PO16 ONQ 
Pope Leo recently called for the creation of communities where young people can feel accepted, listened to, and 
encouraged in their vocational discernment. Our regular gathering for Seekers is for exactly that purpose. If you are 
discerning if the Lord is calling you to the priesthood, diaconate, or religious life, then spending time with like-minded 
people can be beneficial to any vocational journey. The time together includes prayer, discussion, Mass, Adoration, and 
lunch too. To find out more about this regular event or to enquiry about attending (as booking is required for the hospitality 
we offer) please email us: vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

The dates for next year for Seeker Saturdays are 24 October, 14 November 2026 & 29 January 2027, 20 February, 10 April, 
8 May, and 12 June. 
 
Vocations 
Four seminarians training at Allen Hall, London, open up about what has brought them to the seminary. In this video, they 
share how they were called to embark on this journey towards the priesthood. Watch to learn about the day-to-day life, 
what they do in their downTme, how they worship and why this was the right decision for them. PainTng a real picture of 
the struggles and the joys, these men reveal how they follow a ‘Call out of the Blue.’ 
Produced by our CommunicaTons department, in partnership with our seminarian Nathan King, this has been released on 
YouTube: - hSps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfxckBHlu-o 
 
The C of E Parish of Central Windsor 
. . . .is planning a Come & Sing Harvest Evensong at All Saints', Frances Road on Sunday 11 October - more informaTon and 
booking form at: hSps://www.windsorchurches.org.uk/events/church-events/come-sing-harvest-evensong/ 
 

 
Parish Party - Items left 
We have many dishes that have been left in the Parish Centre after this year’s Parish Party.  If you made something and left 
a dish behind, please collect it from the Office or Parish Centre as soon as possible. 
 
Diocesan Catechist Day 
This will be held on Saturday 10 October, from 09:30 - 13:30 at St Bede's, Basingstoke. Whether you are new to catechesis 
or have served for many years, this formaTon day offers encouragement, pracTcal tools, and spiritual renewal to support 
your ministry. Come and be refreshed, inspired, and equipped to form disciples who make disciples. 
Register your interest or email ffm@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 
 
Windsor Bridge Club 
Windsor Bridge Club meets every Wednesday in St Edward’s Parish Centre at 13:30 and will be happy to welcome new 
members. So, if you are an experienced player or relaTvely new, do come along and you will be made welcome. Any 
quesTons can be answered by Meg Wyld, a Parishioner at St Edward’s. 
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The Season of Crea<on, 1 September - 4 October 
This is an annual event and a Tme to renew our relaTonship with our Creator and all creaTon through celebraTon, 
conversion, and commitment together. During the Season of CreaTon, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical 
family in prayer and acTon for our common home. 
 

The theme of this year is ‘Living Water’ drawn from Ezekiel 47:9, 12 who gives a descripTon of the Living Water we receive 
from God. The image of which we might appreciate all the more as we experience this very dry summer. 
 

Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows 
there and makes the salt water fresh; so, where the river flows everything will live. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both 
banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit because the water from 
the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing. Ezekiel 47:9, 12 
 

Watch this invitaTon from faith leaders to join our brothers and sisters to this Tme of prayer and acTon: 
Faith leaders invite you to the 2026 Season of CreaTon💚 
 
Thank you 
Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea) are most grateful for the parish’s donaTon of £1,803.16. The generosity shown by 
parishioners will help ensure that seafarers and fishers in this country and around the world conTnue to receive the care 
and support that they need. 
 
SVP Tabletop Sale, Ascot 
Do visit to SVP table-top sale in the Narthex, lots of lovely gi_ items can be purchased.  More donaTons always needed. 
Money raised helps families in need of assistance in the area. 
 
Deceased 
Windsor - Please pray for the repose of the souls of Patricia Forsdik, and Raymond Curley. Raymond’s funeral Service will 
be held at St Mark’s on Tuesday 25 August at 11:30. 
Ascot - Please pray for the repose of the soul of Natalie Clements who died recently. 
 
 
 
Would you like to receive the newsleYer by email or join the Christ the King Windsor & Ascot News WhatsApp Group? 
Sign up on hSps://catholicwindsorandascot.org/subscribe to receive this weekly into your inbox. We have set up a new 
WhatsApp group called Catholic Windsor and Ascot News. This will be dedicated to the weekly newsleSer and important 
news. hSps://catholicwindsorandascot.org/whatsapp 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Any items for the newsle0er must be received in the Parish Office by midnight on Wednesday. 

Parish Office: Windsor - 01753 865163 Parish Office: Ascot - 01344 620591 
Patricia Brown: Parish Secretary (Office Hours): 
Tues 11:30 - 14:00, Thur 11:30 - 16:00, Fri 09:00 - 13:00 
office@catholicwindsor.org 

Patricia Brown Parish Secretary (Office Hours): 
Tues 09:00 - 11:00, Thur 09:00 - 11:00, Fri 14:00 - 16:00 
sDrancisascot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Richard Flisher: Finance Manager for Parish 
finance@catholicwindsor.org 

Chris Sowinski: Gi; Aid for Parish 
giKaid.asc@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Pat Burke: Safeguarding Rep 
safeguarding@catholicwindsor.org 

Viju Ouseph & Lisa King: Safeguarding Reps 
safeguarding@ascportsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Sharon Cole-Blows: Youth Ministry Co-ordinator 
youthcoordinator@catholicwindsor.org 
Marie-Clair Goswell: Music Director 
musicdirector@catholicwindsorandascot.org 

Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Charity number 1199568 

 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
profile.php?id=61569228339849 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/ 
chrisShekingwindsorascot/ 
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