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30 August 2026 — 22" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thought for Week

Our Gospel contains the stark messages from Jesus ‘If anyone would come after me let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me’ and ‘whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” and St Paul writes of us not being conformed to the
world but transformed by renewal of our minds.

One who followed Christ’'s message must surely be St Francis of Assisi, the 800th anniversary of whose death we will
commemorate on 4 October. The Franciscan tradition is not to speak of Francis’s death but his Transitus - his translation from
life on earth to eternal life with his Saviour - an approach we can all ponder. Francis denied his whole life before his religious
conversion; a life of a soldier and ‘party animal,’ rejecting family and wealth for the service of Christ and the poor - one life
was ‘lost’ and another gained when he ‘came after Christ.” In his own way he ‘took up his cross’ with his denial of comfort,
his life of poverty, prayer and charity, his care for the poor and lepers and literally in receiving the Stigmata - the five wounds
of Christ - in 1224.

In the same year, he wrote the Canticle of the Creatures praising God through all of his creation; the sun, moon, creatures,
and vegetation. We are about to enter the ‘Season of Creation’ from 1 September to 4 October, a period to give thanks and
celebrate the beauty and fragility of God’s creation and our responsibility for it. It is also the run up to the Parish Pilgrimage
to Assisi when twenty-six pilgrims will pray for the whole parish at the saint’s shrine. The group can take intentions to Assisi
and although not all can be in Assisi, the whole parish can pray a novena from 4 October, so that we pray as one, seeking
Francis’s intercession, not least, that in some small way, we might all be transformed by renewal of our minds

Deacon Stephen

29 Aug — 6 Sept 2026 Mass |Masses & Intentions Mass |Masses & Intentions
Times |ST EDWARD’S & ST MARK’S Times |ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Sat 29 Aug Passion of 10:00 | No Mass

St John the Baptist

22" Sunday in OT, Vigil 18:00 | Anne O’Brien - RIP 17:30 |John Francis Wilson - RIP

Sun 30 Aug 09:30 | People of the Parish - St Mark’s 08.30 | Francis & Maria Pereira - RIP

22" Sunday in OT 11:00 | James & Margaret - RIP 10:00 | People of the Parish

Mon 31 Aug St Aiden 10:00 | Private Int No Mass

Tues 1 Sept 18:30 | A MacDonald - RIP 18:30 | Eucharistic Service

Wed 2 Sept 10.00 | Eucharistic Service 10:00 | Eucharistic Service

Thur 3 Sept St Gregory the 10:00 | M McKenna - Int - St Mark ‘s 18:30 | Derrick Davis - RIP

Great

Fri 4 Sept St Cuthbert 12:00 | Lily Iris - Int 10:00 | Van Brommel - Int

Sat 5 Sept St Teresa of 10:00 | George & Sheila Davis - RIP

Calcutta

23" Sunday in OT, Vigil 18:00 | Eileen Van Driel - RIP 17:30 | People of the Parish

Sun 6 Sept 09:30 | Joseph Kavanagh - RIP - St Mark’s 08:30|James & Johanna Moriarty - RIP

23" Sunday in OT 11:00 | People of the Parish - RIP 10:00 | Eileen Berkeley - RIP
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29 Aug — 6 Sept TIME | DIARY OF EVENTS TIME | DIARY OF EVENTS
2026 St Edward’s & St Mark’s St Francis of Assisi
Sat 29 Aug 11:00 | NO Reconciliation 09:30 | Rosary Prayed
17:30 - 18:00 | Reconciliation NO Reconciliation
17:00 | Reconciliation
Sun 30 Aug 12:00 | No Tea & Coffee - P/C 10:00 | No Children’s Liturgy
11:00 | Tea & Coffee in Narthex
Mon 31 Aug SVP Table-top Sale
Tues 1 Sept 18:00 | Evening Prayer No Little Franciscan Toddler Group
18:00 | Reconciliation Resumes 8 Sept at 11:00
Wed 2 Sept 09:30 | Morning Prayer
Thur 3 Sept 11:30 | Bereavement Group Meeting - PC 19:15 | Assisi Pilgrimage Meeting -
Narthex
Fri 4 Sept 10:00 - 15:00 | Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 10:30 | Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
12.30 | Rosary prayed after Mass
Sat 5 Sept 11:00 | NO Reconciliation 09:30 | Rosary Prayed
17:30 - 18:00 | Reconciliation 10:30 | Reconciliation
10:30 | Secular Order of Franciscans —
Meeting
12:00 | Baptism - Isobel Branfoot-Last
13:00 | Baptism - Frankie Barroso
Sun 6 Sept 12:00 | Tea & Coffee - P/C 10:00 | No Children’s Liturgy
12:15 | Baptism Prep - St Brigid’s Room 11:00 | Tea & Coffee in Narthex
12:30 | Baptism - Octavia Blain
14:30 | Recital - Lilly King &
Michelle Macdonald

Fr David & Fr Phillip
While Fr David and Fr Phillip are away on their respective holidays, we welcome Mgr Tom McGrath will be covering
for Fr David and Canon PJ Smith who will be covering for Fr Phillip

First Holy Communion, Windsor

The First Holy Communion team are now accepting applications for the 2026/2027 cohort - if you have a child or children
who you wish to receive First Holy Communion, please contact the catechists at fhc@catholicwindsor.org for an application
form and further details.

The Season of Creation, 1 September - 4 October

This is an annual event and a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all creation through celebration,
conversion, and commitment together. During the Season of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical
family in prayer and action for our common home.

The theme of this year is ‘Living Water’ drawn from Ezekiel 47:9, 12 who gives a description of the Living Water we receive
from God. The image of which we might appreciate all the more as we experience this very dry summer.

Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows
there and makes the salt water fresh; so, where the river flows everything will live. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both
banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit because the water from
the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing. Ezekiel 47:9, 12

Watch this invitation from faith leaders to join our brothers and sisters to this time of prayer and action:
Faith leaders invite you to the 2026 Season of Creation @

Reflection Weekend: Loving God, Living Simply, Living Deeply: Reflecting on the life and example of St Francis of Assisi,
we consider how Living Simply might bring us into a deeper relationship with God. 24-27 September, Monastery of Our
Lady & St Bernard, Brownshill Glos. Details at the back of the church or from sarah.gardnerlobo@gmail.com

Assisi Pilgrimage - October 2026
All Assisi pilgrims are invited to a gathering in the Narthex at St Francis on 3 September at 19:15 - please let Dcn Stephen
know if you will be able to attend.
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Recital - 6 September, Windsor
There will be a Saxophone recital at St Edward’s Church on 6 September at 15.00 by Lilly King accompanied by Michelle
Macdonald. There will also be a raffle, tea, and coffee served in the Parish Centre after the recital.

Joining the Catholic Church

Are you, or someone you know, thinking about joining the Catholic Church, do you want to know more, or start your
journey? The RCIA [Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults] programme which leads up to Easter 2027 will start on 13 October
at 19:15 in the Parish Centre at St Edward’s.

Those who are already enquiring have been meeting once a month; our next session is at 19:00 on Monday 7 September.
If you would like to come along, explore the faith and discover more about the Catholic Church you are very welcome to
join us. If you would like to know more and attend the sessions please speak to Fr David, Fr Phillip, or Deacon Stephen.

Little Franciscan Toddler Group & Children’s Liturgy, Ascot
This Toddler Group will start again after the summer break on Tuesday 8 September at 11:00. Children’s Liturgy will also
resume on Sunday 13 September at the 10:30 Mass.

Parish Outreach, Ascot

The Outreach team are starting a ‘Grab a Cuppa’ morning in the Narthex of St Francis Church. Initially it will take place on
Wednesday 9 September 08:00 - 12:00 with Mass at 10:00. We are hoping to run this on the first Wednesday of each
month. All are welcome!

Parish Quiz Night - Friday 11 September - 19:00

The Catenians will be holding a Parish Quiz Night and Raffle in the Parish Centre on Friday 11 September. It will start at
19:00. Teams of no more than six please, unfortunately, tables cannot be reserved. All proceeds will go to the Parish. For
more information and any questions, you may have, please contact Trevor Williams on 07511 869552.

Stop Assisted Suicide being Legalised.

Assisted suicide campaigners have sadly brought back the Leadbeater Bill. This can be stopped if MPs vote down the Bill on
11 September. Right To Life UK has launched an EasyAction tool to help you email your MP to ask them to vote NO to
assisted suicide in the vote in the House of Commons on 11 September. Please take 30 seconds to email your MP today
to ask them to vote NO to assisted suicide: https://righttolife.org.uk/Septlivote

VOCATIONS - Next Seeker Saturday; 12 September 11:00 - 15:00, Sacred Heart Church, Fareham PO16 ONQ
Pope Leo recently called for the creation of communities where young people can feel accepted, listened to, and
encouraged in their vocational discernment. Our regular gathering for Seekers is for exactly that purpose. If you are
discerning if the Lord is calling you to the priesthood, diaconate, or religious life, then spending time with like-minded
people can be beneficial to any vocational journey. The time together includes prayer, discussion, Mass, Adoration, and
lunch too. To find out more about this regular event or to enquiry about attending (as booking is required for the hospitality
we offer) please email us: vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The dates for next year for Seeker Saturdays are 24 October, 14 November 2026 & 29 January 2027, 20 February, 10 April,
8 May, and 12 June.

Parish Party - Items left

We have many dishes that have been left in the Parish Centre after this year’s Parish Party. If you made food and left a dish
behind, please collect it from the Office or Parish Centre as soon as possible.

Also handed in are some ear buds, please contact the Parish Office if you have lost a pair.

Diocesan Catechist Day

This will be held on Saturday 10 October, from 09:30 - 13:30 at St Bede's, Basingstoke. Whether you are new to catechesis
or have served for many years, this formation day offers encouragement, practical tools, and spiritual renewal to support
your ministry. Come and be refreshed, inspired, and equipped to form disciples who make disciples.

Register your interest or email ffm@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.

The C of E Parish of Central Windsor
....is planning a Come & Sing Harvest Evensong at All Saints', Frances Road on Sunday 11 October - more information and
booking form at: https://www.windsorchurches.org.uk/events/church-events/come-sing-harvest-evensong/



call:07511869552
https://righttolife.org.uk/Sept11vote
mailto:vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:ffm@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://www.windsorchurches.org.uk/events/church-events/come-sing-harvest-evensong/

Rosary on Zoom

The Knights of St Columba Parish Fatima Devotions Group prays the Rosary via Zoom each day, Monday - Friday at 13:30
and invites everyone to say the Rosary with them as Our Lady has asked us to do. If you wish to join next week, starting on
31 August: Zoom access id: 879 0435 4032 Password: rosary.

Missio - Red Boxes
We are pleased to announce that Trevor Williams has taken over managing the Red Missio boxes from Vic Mullan. If anyone
needs to speak with Trevor about it, they contact him on 07511 869552.

Bank Charges
Regrettably, we have just been informed that our bank charges will rise shortly; it’s a fact of life and not negotiable. However,

we can do something to mitigate this.

The biggest charge we face from the bank relates to the handling of cash. Standing orders and automatic payments are
much cheaper for us. So please, please if you can, switch from loose cash in the Offertory or in an envelope to using a
Standing Order. This also means less work for us, it’s easier to reconcile, allows better financial planning and of course once
set up you can forget it (apart from annual review).

The forms to do this are in the back of every church and these can be sent straight to your bank, handed in at the office or
simply used for the details if you use online banking and can set up yourself. If you have any questions or need help, please
contact Rich Flisher in Windsor or Chris Sowinski in Ascot (email addresses are at the end of the newsletter). Thank you

SVP Tabletop Sale, Ascot
Do visit to SVP table-top sale in the Narthex, lots of lovely gift items can be purchased. More donations always needed.
Money raised helps families in need of assistance in the area.

Windsor Bridge Club
Windsor Bridge Club meets every Wednesday in St Edward’s Parish Centre at 13:30 in the Parish Centre. They are happy to
welcome new members, with or without a partner. Any questions can be answered by Meg Wyld, via the Parish Office.

Deceased
Windsor - Please pray for the repose of the soul of lan Fairbairn. lan’s Funeral Service will take place on Thursday 3
September at Easthampstead Park Crematorium at 10:30.

Would you like to receive the newsletter by email or join the Christ the King Windsor & Ascot News WhatsApp Group?
Sign up on https://catholicwindsorandascot.org/subscribe to receive this weekly into your inbox. We have set up a new
WhatsApp group called Catholic Windsor and Ascot News. This will be dedicated to the weekly newsletter and important
news. https://catholicwindsorandascot.org/whatsapp

Any items for the newsletter must be received in the Parish Office by midnight on Wednesday.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ Instagram: www.instagram.com/

profile.php?id=61569228339849

christthekingwindsorascot/

Parish Office: Windsor - 01753 865163

Parish Office: Ascot - 01344 620591

Patricia Brown: Parish Secretary (Office Hours):
Tues 11:30 - 14:00, Thur 11:30 - 16:00, Fri 09:00 - 13:00
office@catholicwindsor.org

Richard Flisher: Finance Manager for Parish
finance@catholicwindsor.org

Pat Burke: Safeguarding Rep
safeguarding@catholicwindsor.org

Sharon Cole-Blows: Youth Ministry Co-ordinator
youthcoordinator@catholicwindsor.org

Marie-Clair Goswell: Music Director
musicdirector@catholicwindsorandascot.org

Patricia Brown Parish Secretary (Office Hours):
Tues 09:00 - 11:00, Thur 09:00 - 11:00, Fri 14:00 - 16:00
stfrancisascot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Chris Sowinski: Gift Aid for Parish
giftaid.asc@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Viju Ouseph & Lisa King: Safeguarding Reps
safeguarding@ascportsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Charity number 1199568
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