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Parish Forum Feedback 2026
Introduction
Thank you to everyone who took part in our Parish Forum on July 3rd. Through table discussions and written feedback, parishioners shared their hopes for our parish and the priorities they believe should shape our future. In total we had almost seventy people attend. 
The purpose of this report is not simply to list every comment received, but to identify the common themes that emerged across all the responses. While every individual contribution has been valued, it was striking how many people expressed similar hopes, concerns, and aspirations.
Overall, the feedback presents a very encouraging picture. Parishioners clearly value their faith community and are optimistic about its future. Rather than calling for significant structural change, the overwhelming message was a desire to strengthen relationships, deepen faith, welcome others, and work more closely together as one parish.

The Two Questions
1. What gives you hope for our parish?
2. What should we focus on as we move forward?
Although asked separately, many of the responses overlapped and pointed towards a small number of shared priorities.

Listening Together – Emerging Themes and Priorities
Across all responses, nine consistent themes emerged.
· 
· Young People and Families
· Community and Belonging
· Faith Formation and Spiritual Growth
· Volunteers and Shared Ministry
· Communication and Transparency
· Parish Unity
· Hospitality and Outreach
· Worship and Liturgy
· Pastoral C
What We Heard
1. Young People and Families
The strongest and most consistent message was a desire to place children, young people, and young families at the centre of parish life. Parishioners expressed a wish to support young people beyond the sacramental programmes, strengthen links with schools, and create more opportunities for families to grow in faith together.

2. Building Community and Belonging
Many responses spoke about creating a parish where everyone feels welcomed, known and valued. Suggestions included more opportunities for people to meet socially, shared meals, family events, and practical ways of reducing isolation. People are looking for a parish that is not simply attended but experienced as a genuine community.

3. Growing in Faith
There was a strong desire for opportunities to deepen faith through prayer, scripture, Alpha, talks, retreats, teaching, and small groups. Parishioners want to grow as disciples and help others do the same.

4. Volunteers and Shared Ministry
Many recognised the dedication of existing volunteers while acknowledging that too much responsibility often falls on too few people. There was a clear desire to encourage wider participation and help more parishioners discover ways of serving the community.

Additional Themes
5. Communication and Transparency
People value being kept informed about parish plans, decisions, and opportunities to become involved. Good communication was seen as essential in building trust and helping parishioners feel part of the parish's journey.

6. Parish Unity
Many comments reflected the desire to continue building one parish across our three churches while respecting the unique identity and traditions of each community. Parish-wide events and shared initiatives were widely welcomed.

7. Hospitality and Outreach
Responses encouraged the parish to become even more outward-looking by welcoming newcomers, supporting isolated people and reaching out to those who may feel disconnected from the Church.

8. Worship and Liturgy
Many people expressed appreciation for our liturgy while suggesting practical ways to encourage greater participation through music, prayer, and making worship accessible for everyone.

9. Pastoral Care
Several responses highlighted the importance of caring for those who may feel isolated, overlooked, or reluctant to ask for help, ensuring that everyone feels supported throughout different stages of life.

Overall Reflections
The most encouraging aspect of the evening was the remarkable consistency across the responses. Although parishioners came from different churches, backgrounds and age groups, there was considerable agreement about the future direction of the parish.
Significantly, very few comments focused on buildings, finance, or organisational structures. Instead, the overwhelming emphasis was on people, relationships, faith, welcome, and community.
The Parish forum therefore presents a hopeful vision of a parish that seeks to:
· 
· nurture the next generation
· deepen faith and discipleship
· strengthen community life
· share responsibility more widely
· become increasingly welcoming and inclusive
· continue growing together as one parish

The overall responses revealed a parish that is engaged, hopeful and looking confidently towards the future. Participants consistently expressed a desire to deepen faith, strengthen relationships, and build a welcoming community for all generations.



What Happens Next?
This report marks the beginning rather than the end of the listening process.
The Leadership Team will now reflect on the themes that have emerged before sharing them with the Parish Pastoral Council. Together they will identify priorities, explore practical actions, and develop a phased plan for introducing key priorities.
Some opportunities may be realised quickly, while others will require further discussion, planning, and the involvement of parishioners across the whole community.
Progress will be shared regularly so that everyone can see how their contributions continue to shape the future of our parish.

Final Thoughts
The Parish Forum demonstrated a community that cares deeply about its future. Above all, it revealed a parish that is hopeful, generous in spirit and committed to walking together in faith. The consistent themes emerging from the consultation provide a strong foundation on which to continue building a welcoming, vibrant, and mission-focused parish for future generations.


As we continue this journey together, may the words of the early Church inspire us: ‘They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers... All who believed were together and had all things in common.’


image1.jpeg
W Christ the King
) CATHOLIC WINDSOR & ASCOT




